Video-assisted thoracoscopic treatment for pleuroperitoneal communication in peritoneal dialysis.
Massive hydrothorax is an uncommon but well-recognized complication of continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis (CAPD). We performed a video-assisted thoracoscopic resection of the pleuro-peritoneal communication and pleurodesis in a patient with massive right hydrothorax secondary to CAPD. Histologically, the resected diaphragm was lacking in common tissue, tendons and skeletal muscle tissues, is displaced to fibrous connective tissue. These anatomic findings suggested that the cause of communication was congenital diaphragmatic change. Video-assisted thoracoscopic treatment facilitated efficient inspection and easy resection of the weak portion of the diaphragma in the case of pleuroperitoneal communication.